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Abstract 

The paper distinguishes between multiculturalism as a fact of life and multiculturalism as a 

policy, focusing almost exclusively on the former. The claim is that the deep diversity that 

confronts us in our daily lives obliges us to think in self-consciously normative terms. We ask 

ourselves how we should respond to practices that trouble us, what the limits of our toler-

ance might be, when it would be appropriate for public resources to be made available to 

facilitate minority interests and so on. Practical judgements are unavoidable. The paper ar-

gues that they cannot be conceived simply as expressions of value in cultural terms. Under-

pinning positive judgements is a commitment to effective agency in a broader sense. The 

context of multicultural politics thus obliges us all to think beyond the terms of reference of 

particular cultures. Circumstances commit us to endorse a thin universalism that is compati-

ble with deep diversity, with the proviso that cultural positions have to satisfy a critical moral 

test to warrant our respect. 
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