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Rethinking the Religious in Theatre, Cultural Performance, and Media

From the perspective of the late 20th century, religion in Europe
tity: Religious practices

could stiltbe conceived 353 waning en
had increasingly become invisible through their dissociation from
religious institutions and by their panishmentto the realm of the
private. simultaneously, they seemed 10 have been succeeded by
“the spirit of capitalism” (Max yWeber) of iéﬁé\’/’e’fdﬂﬁd’tﬁéffﬁéw
place within this “gpirit,” 3s in Walter Benjamin’s claim that capita-
lism was not peyond religion, buta form of religion itself. However,
the global events inaugurating the 21st century, such as the terror
attacks on Septemb'e'r'l'i; 2001, fhe subsequent Wwars in Irag and
Afghanistan as well as the recent, near collapse of the rca,p'l,t,a,li,stic
financial markets, have vehemently prought the religious backinto

public discourse-

Against this packground, the program sconcepts of Holiness"
proposes an operat'\ona\ approach to the religious that allows
students to revisit diverse concepts of holiness in a broader sense

o gggvaLuate the role gf.,religio s)in theatre, cultural perf
\ce, 013+ X ) f Holines
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